 Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council
 Minutes of Parish Council 
	Date
	Tuesday 2nd July 2024

	Time
	7pm

	Attended
	Councillors: Ann Clowes, Tania Foster, Joyce Tomlinson, Colette Francis, Tracey Royle, Jamie Davies,  Mark Brassington, Gareth Baker, Simon Eardley.
Urenco: Neil Fagan, Laura Johnson and Julia Hanlon 
Members of the public: Peter Cawley, Amy Taylor, Carol Ann Davies, Robert James Davies, Jo Farwell, Mike Farwell, Bob Daniels, Hassan Ali, Sarah Wood, Alison and Karl Fekete.

	Location & Details
	Capenhurst Court, Urenco


	1
	Procedural Matters
- Apologies –  Cllr C. Pemberton and Wendy Leeson (PCSO)
- Communication – all relevant communications sent onto councillors. 
- Declaration of Interest – None received or declared
- Adoption of the Minutes from the previous meetings – 
No matters arising from the last minutes, Proposed by TF and seconded by CF, all present agreed and the Chair signed the minutes as a true record.
- Dates of Future Meetings & Locations - 
Tuesday 3rd September, Capenhurst Court, Urenco
Tuesday 7th November, Capenhurst Village Hall
Surgery 5th October 11am in the Village Hall
- Notice of any urgent AOB – none
	CB
 

	2
	Simon Eardley  
The Ledsham resurfacing is poor quality and the contractors will be putting right. Capenhurst Lane has had some attention but more still needs to be done. Dunkirk Way, site and grass cuttings have been a challenge but the Council are getting on top of it. There are a couple of ongoing planning issues, namely Rio, the Planning officer wants to speak to me. The Battery Storage, I will be opposing it as it is a lot bigger than previous applications. The Chair asked for an update on the Speed signs, SE to chase.
	 SE


	3
	Update from Urenco
Currently a pay dispute, 12.6% offered last year over two years, Industrial action to start next week after meeting regarding a new offer, this has been taken back to members and awaiting the result. A challenging period. Urenco asked for a wish list from the Council including 
Traffic Calming measures
A new back door for the Mills Chapel
Hedge Hog houses
Dog Bins
The Village Hall
Public Right of way signs
Urenco have said they will move the fence line/increase the pavement subject to CWaC agreement on the new Notice Board site.
A Planning Application has been submitted for an extension, a letter of complaint has been submitted to CWaC, NF explained what the problem is. 
The Sports Field, will have to put in an extra pitch to allow for a Play Area and Car Park. CWaC are fine with the idea but Sport England will have to negoiate with them and have to agree before CWaC can give official permission. The plans are for other activities for the whole community and include a possible upgrade of the Pavilion. 
Urenco have full order books for the next ten years including a ‘Travel Plan’ for this period with agreement from CWaC and the PC. As soon as plans are finalised they will be sent round. 
NF informed the Council that he would be retiring at Christmas and that LJ would be taking over. The Chair expressed the regret of the council, wished him a Happy Retirement and welcomed LJ.
	

	4
	Britain in Bloom
CWaC are now saying that the land for the new Layby belongs to them and not Urenco, the land plan was sent to TF who will be writing to the Land Registry for confirmation of ownership. TF can register as hers as she has been using it, NF suggested moving the blocks back and moving the Notice Board, the Council agreed to this.
	CF


	5
	Dog Park
CWaC Planning have mixed up the two parks, Ledsham Lane and Chapel Lane. Appeals have been put in twice and both been rejected. The applicant has done what Planning requested but the requests have been changed so have been refused. It has been running for 5 years (Chapel Lane) and they have been told to start again from scratch, which they have done, Eco Surveys done. There is a Public Right of Way through the area, several councillors have been approached by residents about possible issues. The Council suggested changing the entrance and fencing off the Right of Way and letting Planning know this. SE offered support and asked for copies of correspondence regarding the appeals.
	All

	6
	Scribe
TF has looked at the updated version, costs are £23 or £29 plus £199, the £29 version is the preferred one. AC proposed and TR seconded, all in agreement signing up for this.
 
	TF


	7
	Battery Storage
A letter has been received from the agents of the Battery Storage requesting a meeting to discuss the Planning Application. NF to supply copies of a report on the Safety aspects of the storage. Discussion on inviting them to a Public Meeting in October to ask about their plans for submission, the Time scale etc.

	All


	8
	Events
Residents would like a list of Events put in the Notice Boards as well as online and for the list to be hand delivered to residents with mobility issues. A list of people who need this will need to be compiled, TR to deal.
Next Capefest date will be 20/07/2025
	. CP

	9
	The Pear Tree and Wild flowers
There is no Tree Preservation Order on the Pear Tree, TR to follow up and apply for it to be registered, although it is in a Conservation Area it still needs a TPO to protect it. It was agreed that Plaques and a bench be fitted. 
	

	10
	Planning
The Planning Group met, Enforcement are dealing with various issues from Applications and unauthorised usage. Chair has chased them on these but due to lack of staff they are behind. 
NF and TF are meeting on the 16/7 to discuss the footpath, CWaC came out and stated there is nothing wrong with it.
	

	11
	Finance
See attached report 
Agreed payments for £24 for Keys and £30 for Stationary.
	

	12
	D Day Celebrations
Feedback from the various events was positive TR had done a feedback report and would supply.
	

	13
	Website Discussion and Decision
The preferred provider, Easy Web had agreed to waive the set up fee and would charge £32 a month with emails for the Clerk, Chair and RFO.
Proposed by TF and seconded by TR, all present in agreement. 
	

	14
	Members Information
All distributed and assumed read.
	

	15
	Members speaking time
Councillors brought up the Grass cutting and verges and the amount of Potholes, asked to log them on the CWaC reporting site.
Ditches – no further forward! SE to get involved, the responsibility of Highways to further clear the ditches and gullies.
	

	
	Meeting closed at 20.58 pm

	


Minutes Approved ………………………………………….
Date of Meeting…………………………………………….
Capenhurst & Ledsham Parish Council

2nd July  2024

RFO report  

Our present bank balance stands at £10,999.76.  £1148.92 and £2,276.05 (a total of £3,424.97) of that remains ring fenced for specified projects.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Income since our last meeting:

· none

Expenditure as agreed at our last meeting:

· none

Regular Payments, as agreed at the AGM:

· £338 wages

· £108.30 ChALC membership fee

· £396 Internal Audit Fee

· £383.26 Parish Council Insurance

Expenditure requiring agreement:

· £24 for additional keys to the noticeboards

Expenditure not requiring agreement:

· £30 stationery (not taken as yet, whilst this doesn’t need agreement, I would like it to be noted prior to spending on it.)

Please request to see the full accounts should you need to at any time.

Our Internal Audit has been completed and was relatively pain-free this time; only a couple of niggles from the auditor.  We have applied for an exemption from the external auditor although I have not had confirmation from them.

I have further taken advantage of a free trial of the Scribe package that was more in-depth.  I found this to be a better package however, I am not sure council would accept the cost.  Whilst the monthly price of £23+VAT would be reasonable, there is a set up fee of £199 +VAT which I think is high for our council, although it does cover training for anyone who needs it.  I have asked if this could be waived or at the very least lowered, but that is not possible.  Sadly due to health issues I haven’t been able to look at other packages.

I would like to propose that this report is accepted by councillors.
